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Introduction
Quasquicentenial is an interesting, if awkward, collection of syllables. They mean 125th
anniversary, which for the Catholic Diocese of Dallas will occur July 15, 2015.
In 1890, when the Diocese of Dallas was erected by Pope Leo XIII it embraced North
Texas from the Piney Woods of East Texas to the Permian Basin and High Plains of West
Texas. In 1892 El Paso County was added bringing the area of the diocese to 108,000
square miles. Today (2014) The Diocese of Dallas comprises nine counties in North
Central Texas totaling less than 8000 square miles.
With the exception of a few square miles along the Red River the Diocese of Dallas
today straddles the rich soil of the Blacklands Prairie. That partially explains the title of
the eBook, the rest of the explanation stems from the fact that the earliest churches
built in what is now the diocese, even the smallest frame box building, managed to have
a gothic touch. The consensus seemed to be that two things, a cross and a gothic
window or door, were essential to any Catholic Church as illustrated by the simple
chapel on the cover of this volume.
Our Prairie Gothic churches lacked the flying buttresses and ribbed vaults of the great
cathedrals of Europe but they added a touch of beauty and a reminder of from whence
they came to pioneer Texans.
Where there are Catholics, there also is the Church. It is impossible to know when the
first Catholic came to this part of North Texas, but it is likely that they may have settled
in Fort Warren or Fort Inglish in what is now Fannin County but was then Miller County
Arkansas. Fort Warren has long since disappeared but Fort Inglish evolved into Bonham,
the county seat of Fannin County and probably the oldest surviving community in the
diocese, dating back to 1837.
Some of the large churches in this presentation reflect the workmanship of artisans and
craftsmen, others, though simple, are simply evidence of the determination to provide a
place to celebrate the sacraments.
In all cases they manifest the important role of the Church in the lives of the people.
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St. Mary’s was established in 1872 and the
first church, (left) was built in 1875. A new
church was dedicated in 1906 and in 2009
St. Anne’s Church was built across the
street from St. Mary’s Church.

St. Mary Church, Sherman

When this frame building on the right was built in
1895 the church was called St. John. The name was
changed to St. Michael in 1906. A new frame church
was built in 1914 and a brick church in 1960. In
2007 a new church was dedicated

St. John Church, Terrell

St. Michael Church, McKinney

Terrell was three years old when the first
St. John Church was built in 1876. In
1936 repairs were made to the structure
and the exterior was plastered over
totally changing the appearance. In 1949
the old church underwent another
renovation. In 1981 the present mission
style church was dedicated.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish began as a store
front on Griffin Street in 1914 for refugees from
the Mexican revolution. It was later moved to
Caruth Street and in 1926 to the location shown
on Harwood, In 1987 the parish was mered with
the Cathedral parish.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Dallas

St. Luke Church, Irving
Catholics have lived in the Irving area since the
1860s. The City of Irving was founded in 1902 and
Saint Luke Catholic Mission was established in
1904 and the church shown above was built. In
1948 when the population of Irving grew rapidly
the parish was established and a pastor appointed.

For many years the Catholics in North Texas were
served by circuit riding priests from Nacogdoches who
would visit a community several times a year often
saying Mass is someone’s home. In 1869 it was
decided to establish a mission station at St. Paul in
Collin County. From St. Paul circuit riders visited
Dallas, Fort Worth and many other North Texas
communities. In 1886 the railroad bypassed St. Paul
and a new town, Wylie, sprang up on the rail line. The
town of St. Paul began to decline and the Post Office
closed in 1894. In 1890 a church was built at Wylie but
it was destroyed by fire. The Church at the left was
built in 1900. All that remains at St. Paul is the
cemetery. A new church was built at Wylie and
dedicated in December 1994. The old church remains.

St. Anthony Church, Wylie

St. Paul Church, St. Paul

Crossed swords on the
Diocese of Dallas Coat
of Arms are the symbol
of St. Paul the Apostle
and represent St. Paul
Church, the first church
to be established in the
Diocese of Dallas.

Sacred Heart Parish was Dallas’ first Catholic
church established in 1872. The frame building
at the right was built in 1873 at the corner of
Cottage Lane and Maston, now St. Paul and
Federal. The Diocese of Dallas was erected in
1890 but no church was designated as the
cathedral. In 1891 Bishop Thomas F. Brennan,
first Bishop of Dallas designated Sacred Heart
as Pro-Cathedral or temporary Cathedral. The
present Cathedral was dedicated in 1902 and
completed in 2005 when the bell tower and
steeple were added.

Sacred Heart Pro-Cathedral, Dallas
St. Patrick Church, Dallas
In 1882 St. Patrick Church, the second
parish in Dallas, was established. The
first church and school was a small
frame structure on Cabell St.built on
land donated by the Houston and Texas
Central Railroad. In 1889 the frame
church was moved to Harwood St. In
1896 the cornerstone was set for the
brick church shown on the left .The old
church was converted into a school. In
1963 St. Patrick’s was one of two
churches razed to build the I-30/I-45
interchange. A new St. Patrick Parish
was erected in the Lake Highlands area.

Blessed Sacrament
Parish Church was
established in 1901
and was the third
parish in Dallas and the
first in Oak Cliff. The
parish was originally
named Corpus Christi.

Blessed Sacrament Church, Dallas
St. Peter Parish (left) established in 1905
was built with materials salvaged from
Sacred Heart pro-Cathedral. The parish was
established for African- American Catholics
by Bishop Edward J. Dunne.

St. Peter the Apostle Church, Dallas
St. Elizabeth Parish, Bonham, established in 1898, still uses
this same church building. Bonham is the oldest city in the
present Diocese of Dallas.

St. Elizabeth Church, Bonham

Holy Trinity Parish was
established with Holy
Trinity College in 1905
and served as the
chapel. The firdy
frame church at left
was built in 1907
without the addition
on the right. The
present church was
built across Oak Lawn
Ave. in 1942.

Holy Trinity Church, Dallas
Not all early parishes were
small or simple structures.
Some, like the two on this
page, were built on a much
larger scale to accommodate
an influx of immigrants or
new neighborhoods in a
rapidly growing community.
St. John Nepomucene, Ennis
St. Joseph Church built in
1874 was destroyed first
by tornado then by fire. It
was rebuilt in 1889 as St.
John Nepomucene. In
1901 it too was destroyed
by fire. At that time Czech
members of the parish
established Holy
Redeemer Parish which
was combined with St.
John iin 1956. The church
pictured at right was built
in 1903. The present
combined parish church
was built in 1937.

Holy Redeemer Church was built
on 1903 when Czech Catholics

asked for their own parish and
were separated from St. John

Nepomucene after St. John's
church was destroyed by fire.

Holy Redeemer ceased to exist
as a separate parish in 1956
when both parishes were

reunited as a sngle parish, St.
John - Holy Redeemer.

Holy Redeemer Church, Ennis
Rowlett Catholics met for Mass in the McEntee

home until this church was built in 1898 and

dedicated by Bishop Dunne in 1900. The church was
a mission of various parishes until 1985 when it was

made a parish. After the church was built the
railroad laid tracks in front of the church and the

highway was relocated behind it. The church was
blown off its bois d'arc block foundation by a
tornado but was still intact. It was picked up and

turned around to face the highway. The old church
has been moved to the present site of a new parish
church and has been restored by parishioners.

Sacred Heart Church, Rowlett
St. Joseph was established in
1874 one of the first perishes in
North Texas. The first frame
church built in 1875. The second
church on the left was built at a
new location on Marvin Street in

1882. The present church was
built and dedicated in 1955 and

the parish hall and classrooms
were dedicated in 1973. St.

Joseph School opened in 1992.

St. Joseph Church, Waxahachie
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Immaculate Conception, Corsicana
Immaculate Conception Parish was established in
1871, making it the oldest parish in the Diocese of
Dallas. The first church was completed in 1872 and in
1874 the Sisters of St. Mary Namur established the
Academy of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart which
closed in 1909. Father Peter Chandry was the first
pastor.The building at the left was built in 1903. In
1955 a new church, school, convent and rectory were
built with funds left to the parish by James Collins, a
successful oilman and parishioner.

St. Edward Church, Dallas

In 1903 Bishop Edward Joseph Dunne established
St. Edward Parish to serve the growing east side of
Dallas. The frame building on the right served until
1927 when the present brick church was built. As
the eastern end of the city grew three parishes
were carved out of St. Edward: St. Augutine, St.
Bernard of Clairvaux and St. Thomas Aquinas.
Today the parish serves a large mostly Hispanic
community.

St. Joseph Church, Dallas
St. Joseph Parish was established in 1905 primarily to
serve German Catholics. The frame church on the left was
completed the same year. A large brick church was
dedicated in 1911. The parish was attended by the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate who withdrew in 1956. The
parish was administered by various priests until 1975
when it was closed. In 1977 the facilities were used
briefly by St. Andrew Kim Korean Catholic Parish until
their present facilities were completed in 2006 after
which the 1911 church was sold. It has been converted
into a private residence.

