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Home Visitation of COVID-19 Patients                                April 6, 2020 

(These apply in any other setting, e.g. hospice care/nursing homes; where the priest has to bring his own Personal 
Protective Equipment and will not have a chaplain or medical professional to assist him.) 
 
(Only priests under 50 and specially prepared are to visit COVID-19 patients at home. All others priests must call 
469-401-7717 to arrange for one of these priests to visit.) 
 
Introduction 
Home visits to Coronavirus patients present considerable challenges. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is in 
short supply and not readily available to priests. When PPE is available, any priest wishing to volunteer to anoint 
COVID-19 patients will have to go through a process of preparation and be approved by the bishop to engage in this 
ministry. Only a few priests will be able to participate in this ministry on a volunteer basis. They must be in good 
health and under the age of 50.  
 
The following process is to be used for these visits. Visits to patients in hospitals, nursing homes and adult family 
homes already have a clear and effective process in place and professionals on site to guide priests in this sensitive 
ministry. Otherwise priests would have to self-quarantine after visiting someone with the coronavirus in these 
institutional settings, in the event they are even allowed in to visit.   
 
Checklist for Visit 
 

1) Before Going 
a. Call ahead of time to arrange the visit. Let a family member know that you will have on a mask and 

gloves when you arrive for their protection and your own, and that you can only stay for 10 minutes.   
b. Ask the family to cover the mouth of the patient with a mask or small handkerchief.  Treat all patients 

as if they have COVID-19 until the crisis passes.   
c. Ask the family member if the patient is able to receive Holy Communion and if so, if he/she is able to 

receive the whole host or only a small part.  
d. Have a bucket of water close to the entry of your home or in your garage ready for your clothes on your 

return.   
e. Have a pot of water (5 parts water to 1-part bleach) ready for your gloves on your return. 

 
2)  Pre-visit Kit 

a. Gloves in plastic bag 
b. Surgical Mask in separate plastic bag 
c. Small zip lock bag with cotton ball or 2x2 gauze pad containing Oil of the Sick 
d. Hand Sanitizer and Clorox wipe 

e. Paper copy of the ritual for the Anointing of the Sick – no ritual books 

f. Small garbage bag (in the event you are not able to leave the kit behind)    
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3) Arriving at the Home 

a. Leave cell phone behind in the car. 

b. Only take with you what will be left behind. 

c. Use Hand Sanitizer on hands and exposed arm. 

d. Put on gloves. 

e. Put your mask on, insuring that it fits around the nose and down below the chin. Should 

be clean-shaven. 

f. Absolutely no physical contact with anyone in the home; 6 feet of separation should 

be maintained with patient and family member.  

g. Avoid touching any surfaces or items in the home unnecessarily.  

h. At all times before, during and after the visit, avoid touching your own mouth, nose 

and eyes.  

 

4) Once in the Home 

a. If this is a COVID-19 patient allow only one person to accompany you into the patient’s 

room; you can ask them to step out of the room for the time of confession. 

b. Anointing can be on any part of the exposed body; feet or leg, or hands; avoid the 

patient’s face. For Laying on of Hands extend hands over patient without touching. 

c. You may give Holy Communion only to the patient. No one else in the household is to 

receive at this time. This should be done with the host in a small purificator or 

disposable napkin that the family member should incinerate afterwards. A pyx is not 

to be used. 

d. Determine ahead of time if the patient can receive and if he/she can receive an entire 

host or only a small part. 

e. When leaving, pray with the family while still keeping proper distance. 

 

5) Back at your car 

a. Remove your mask, placing it back in the original plastic bag. 

b. Remove your gloves, starting at the base of the glove and moving toward the 

fingertips.  Turning the gloves wrong side out and place them in a separate plastic bag. 

c. Cleans hands and arms with hand sanitizer.  

d. Wipe steering wheel with Clorox wipe. 
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6) Arriving back at Home  

a. Carry your mask, gloves, and wipes back into your home in the garbage bag.  Removing your 

clothing in the garage or at the entry of your home, placing them in a bucket of water.  Wash 

your hands for at least 30 seconds with soap. 

b. Go to the shower and bathe. 

c. Drink a hot beverage (tea or coffee); stay hydrated. 

d. Clothing should be washed right away. 

e.  Take care to remove your mask from its plastic bag, placing it on a cookie sheet in the oven.  

Heat the oven to 130 to 150 degrees, leaving the mask there for at least 30 min.  Be careful 

not to overheat it.   

f. Drop your gloves into the pot of bleach water and let sit for 30 minutes to kill any germs.  You 

can either reuse the gloves after they have thoroughly dried or discard them. 

g. Any wipes or waste that you bring back from your visit (family was unable to dispose of 

waste properly by burning it) should be burned. 

 

7) Follow up: It is critical to maintain contact with the family of the patient, or their Pastor, to 

assure them of your ongoing concern and prayers and to know how the patient is doing and 

how the family is coping in these difficult circumstances.  

 

8) Inform the pastor of the person’s parish: so that he knows of the visit and can also follow up 

with the family.  

 

Thank you for undertaking this important ministry in the service of your brothers and sisters who are 

suffering and for their families. May God protect you in this ministry and through your ministry bring 

comfort and consolation to those who suffering and be signs to them of the abiding mercy and love of 

Christ, the Good Shepherd.  

 

Emergency Contact Number: Deacon Charlie Stump: 469-401-7717 

 

 

Bishop Greg Kelly, VG 




