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I am writing now as a follow-up to the several conversations we had earlier this year about emergency 

confirmation of any person, including an infant, when in danger of death. We now have discussed this 

matter at the Canonical Affairs Committee meeting in July 2013.  

 

We all are aware that Catholic priests have not been completing, in all circumstances, the sacraments of 

initiation when they celebrate an emergency baptism. (Of course, deacons can perform an emergency 

baptism but not complete the sacraments of initiation.) It is expected when an emergency baptism, 

including that of an infant, is performed by a priest that he completes the sacraments of initiation. Note 

the following canons:  

Can. 882ᵒ:  The ordinary minister of confirmation is a bishop; a presbyter provided with this faculty in 

virtue of universal law or the special grant of the competent authority also confers this sacrament 

validly. 

Can. 883,3ᵒ: The following possess the faculty of administering confirmation by the law itself as regards 

those who are in danger of death, the pastor or indeed any presbyter. 

Can. 885,1ᵒ:  The diocesan bishop is obliged to take care that the sacrament of confirmation is conferred 

on subjects who properly and reasonably seek it. 

Can. 885,2ᵒ:  A presbyter who possesses this faculty must use it for the sake of those in whose favor the 

faculty was granted. [The Commentary on the Code of Canon Law also speaks to this issue:  “The 

canons on ministers point out that any priest has the faculty by virtue of the law in a danger of death 

situation and even must use it for the benefit of someone in virtue of whose need they have received the 

faculty.”] 

Can. 889,1ᵒ: Every baptized person not yet confirmed and only such a person is capable of receiving 

confirmation. 

Can. 889,2ᵒ: To receive confirmation licitly outside the danger of death requires that a person who has 

the use of reason be suitably instructed, properly disposed, and able to renew the baptismal promises. 

Can. 891ᵒ:  The sacrament of confirmation is to be conferred on the faithful at about the age of discretion 

unless the conference of bishops has determined another age, or there is danger of death, or in the 

judgment of the minister a grave cause suggests otherwise. 



 

Therefore, please remind all chaplains that when an emergency baptism is conferred by a priest he also 

should complete the sacraments of initiation. When possible, if an emergency baptism is anticipated, a 

priest (rather than a deacon) should be summoned. The confirmation then is recorded in the same parish 

as the baptism. 

 

Not only should those who have not been baptized receive emergency baptism and emergency 

confirmation but also any baptized Catholic but not yet confirmed, who is in danger of death, should 

receive emergency confirmation.  

 

Please let me know if there are any questions about your communicating this to all clergy and lay 

chaplains. 

 

 

ec: Rev. John P. Bell, JCL 

 Mary Edlund, JCL 

 John P. Gargan, JCD, JD 
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