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Welcome

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I. Welcome and introductions (15 minutes)  Everyone introduce themselves and name their parish. 
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Overview of disability 

and ministry trends

Presenter
Presentation Notes
III. General quick overview (15 minutes)  Present overview of disability issues and ministry trends. 



Disabilities…

Disabilities are the normal, anticipated outcomes of 
the risks, stresses and strains of the living process.

(NCPD—Mary Jane Owen)

In other words, 
disabilities are a normal 

part of life, touching 
everyone regardless of 
age, race, or culture.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
EMPHASIZE RANGE OF AGES AND DISBILITIESAll of us are AGINGMental illness, deaf, blind, physical disabilities, intellectual, autism…Traumatic brain injury, PTSD



One person in five has some form of disability…
20% of all Catholics

Over 14 million Catholics with disabilities in the U.S.
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1 family in 3 is touched by disability



1 family in 4
is touched 

by mental illness 
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Disability in Family and Parish Life: 

Embraced or Challenged? 



How do families experience feeling…

…Embraced
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Documents from the bishops 
include:

Pastoral Statement of U.S. Catholic Bishops
on People with Disabilities

November 1978
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From Pastoral 
Statement, 1978 :

“People with disabilities 
are not looking for pity.  
They seek to serve the 
community and to enjoy 
their full baptismal rights 
as members of the 
Church. 
There can be no separate 
Church for people with 
disabilities.  We are one 
flock…” (par. 33)
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Documents from the bishops 
include:

Guidelines
for the Celebration of the Sacraments 

with Persons with Disabilities
October 1995
Revised 2017
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Available now online at USCCB.ORG



From Sacramental Guidelines, 2017:

“All human beings are equal in dignity in the sight of God.  
Moreover, by reason of their Baptism, all Catholics also share 
the same divine calling.” (par. 1)

14



Welcome and Justice: A Framework of 
Access and Inclusion                                       

November 1998
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“Often families are not prepared for the birth of a 
child with a disability or the development of 
impairments. Our pastoral response is to become 
informed about disabilities and to offer ongoing 
support to the family and welcome to the 
child.”(par. 9)

From Welcome and Justice, 1998:
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From National Directory for Catechesis, 
2005:
All persons with disabilities have the capacity to proclaim the Gospel 
and to be living witnesses to its truth within the community of faith 
and offer valuable gifts. Their involvement enriches every aspect of 
Church life. 

They [persons with disabilities] are not just the recipients of 
catechesis—they are also its agents.

All persons with disabilities or special needs should be 
welcomed in the Church. Every person, however limited, 

is capable of growth in holiness.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bears repeating:Every person, however limited, is capable of growth in holiness.Do you believe this?  If so, it should impact your interactions with individuals and families.



18

Statement  of Belonging

The Church acknowledges that all persons belong by virtue of their baptism and that 

disability is an ordinary part of life. From this follows the responsibility of each parish to 

acknowledge the inherent dignity of each person and to provide access and full 

integration to individuals with disabilities. Therefore, each parish is called to provide 

access into all aspects of the communal life of the Church, engaging in relationship and 

offering appropriate supports. Thus each person is empowered to achieve the fullest 

measure of personal participation, belonging, serving, and flourishing as part of the 

Body of Christ.

~National Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD)

November 2016



Do we really believe that 
everyone  Belongs?
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…a parent’s story

“Before the Pastoral, I thought the Church 
offered our family only thee “B”s: Baptism, 
burial, and back of the church seating.

After reading the Pastoral, I understood 
that the Church also offered my daughter 
and our family … BELONGING.”



How do families experience feeling…

…Challenged
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Turned away from two parishes…
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“She doesn’t need Church, she is already an Angel.”



From an NCPD 2010 parent survey:

“It is a sad experience when the pastor, priest, or lay leaders place insurmountable obstacles in 
the way of families with children with autism spectrum disorders.”

“The lack of a parish policy on inclusion in faith formation makes families feel hopeless.”

Best story of hope?  “I wish I had some,” “I have yet to experience this,” “There is no hope in 
my parish.”

Many families reports struggles faced when requesting Sacraments.

Most often shared “hurt” is the stares and unfriendly looks received as they attempt to attend 
mass.
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Considering Parish Life

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IV. Parish Advocate Brainstorming (10 minutes)1. Name the various aspects of your parish/Describe what goes on in your parish (put on post-it notes and put on flip chart paper on wall/type in PP slide)�2. What disabilities are represented in your parish?  Who is missing? (write on flip chart and post on wall/type in PP slide)�



Issues over a lifetime…

Prenatal diagnosis
Baptism
First Communion
School
Transition to adulthood
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Suicide

Marriage / Divorce

Illness – acquiring disabilities

Aging

End of life decision making



Consider your own attitudes:

 Recognize the dignity of every person.

 Don’t “exceptionalize” disability -- people 

are not “special” or “angels.”

 Make friends of people with disabilities.

 Recognize and believe that everyone belongs.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
How we serve



Key to this Outreach…

See the person, not the disability.

Serve the person, not a group.

Build a relationship, not only a program.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Anne Master’s insight:In her article, Inclusive Faith Practices for Children with Autism, Anne Masters provides advice for communities to become more welcoming to those with autism.  In it, she proposes the question, “how does a faith community welcome and educate people with autism into its life and mission?”  This question is appropriate to welcoming anyone with a disability. And the simple answer is equally appropriate, “Welcome one.”    From Autism and Faith: A Journey Into CommunityBlessed John Paul II has helpful insights in his homily during the mass on the Jubilee of People with Disabilities which further explains this point.



29



30

Essential Resources
National Organizations     
 NCPD National Catholic Partnership on Disabilities – www.ncpd.org
 NCOD National Catholic Office for the Deaf - www.ncod.org
 Xavier Society - http://www.xaviersocietyfortheblind.org/

Curriculum, Books and Resources
 Loyola:  Adaptive Finding God & Sacrament Kits
 University of Dayton Materials: Resources and Courses  of  Disability  and Catechesis
 OSV: Sacrament Videos for Deaf /Visual Learners
 RCL- Benziger: Rose Kennedy Materials & Picture Books from Pittsburgh
 Archdiocese of Philadelphia http://opdarchphilly.org/
 Archdiocese of Newarkhttp://www.rcan.org/offices-and-ministries/ministry-disabilities
 Diocese of Toledo http://toledodiocese.org/page/persons-with-disabilities

http://www.ncpd.org/
http://www.ncod.org/
http://www.xaviersocietyfortheblind.org/
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Questions?



A Quote from 
Pope Francis 

All life has inestimable value; 
even the weakest and most 
vulnerable, the sick, the old, the 
unborn and the poor, are 
masterpieces of God's creation, 
made in his own image, destined 
to live forever, and deserving of 
the utmost reverence and 
respect.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
at each phrase show a picture that represents the concept. Sr K has some Lilly's gift picture. With Cultural difference.�
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