
Recommended Plan for Basic Certificate: Level One   
This is a recommended plan for completion of the Diocesan Certificate in Catechesis.  It has been created to help develop 
a Catechetical Plan for your parish.   

 The twenty hours of pre-requisite courses are designed for Catechist to complete before they even enter the 
classroom, or as soon as possible after they begin their ministry as catechists. 

 This suggested program is designed to allow the catechist to finish the entire certification within 4-5 years.  
  Those with a short term commitment to the vocation of catechist. should have as their goal the completion of    

Level I.(90 hrs.).   
 Those who feel called to a longer commitment should be encouraged to complete the entire 150 hours. 

Pre-­requisite Courses: For New Catechists: 20 hrs 

 
Year One: 35 hrs* 

 

Year Two: 35 hrs 

 

 

  

Getting Started as a 
Catechist or Intro to 
Specialized Ministry

5hrs

Ecclesiology:
The Church: 

Communion and 
Ministry

5 hrs

Grade Level Methods 
or

Ministry Methods
5 hrs

Intro to Learner & 
Catechetical Materials 

used in Parish
5 hrs

Creed
10 hrs

Old Testament
10 hrs

New Testament
10 hrs

Intro to the Ministry of 
Catechesis

5hrs

Liturgy  & 
Sacraments

10 hrs

Christian Morality
10 hrs

Prayer & Spirituality
10 hrs

The Person of the 
Catechist

5 hrs 

First retreat 5 hrs credit under Personal and Spiritual maturity
After Year 1, Retreat 5 an count towards Elective Credit

*Yearly Retreat
5 hrs

First year can count towards Elective Credit
After First Year use as continuing Education

Local, Regional or National Conferences
5 hours per day attended

Option One:  10 hours of Continuing Education each year
Option Two:  Advance to Level 2 Certificate After Completing Level 1



 

Recommended Plan for Basic Certificate: Level Two 

Level Two requires making choices and choosing theology and skills courses which enhance 
knowledge and understanding and prepare the catechist for the area of specialization in which he/she is 
teaching.  (e. g.  children s catechesis, adult formation, R.C.I.A. youth, disabilities etc.)    

 

Possible Electives for Level Two  

   

             

 

Theology
15 hrs

Scripture
20 hrs

Methods/Skills/ 
Ministerial 

Specialization
10 hrs

Personal and 
Spiritual Maturity

15 hrs

Pentetuch
Historical Books

Prophets

Wisdom Books
Psalms

Synoptic Gospels 
Book of John 

Letters of Paul
Acts

Apocalyptic Writing

Scripture 
Electives

Adult Ministry
Multiculturalism

RCIA

Youth Ministry
Young Adult Ministry

Quinceaños
Chaste Living

Sacramental 
Preparation

Media

Special Needs
Social Justice

Leadership Skills

Methodology 
Skills Electives

Art of Discernment Spiritual Direction

Small Faith Groups
Prayer Groups

Days of Reflection 
Retreats

Personal and 
Spiritual 
Maturity

Church History Mary & the Saints

Christology
Ecumenism

Church Documents

Theology

10 hours for Catechists: Courses, Retreats Conferences Etc.
20 for Catechetical LeadersContinuing Education

Bachelor' Level College Credit in Theology or Ministry Specialization
Master Level College Credit in Theology or Ministry SpecializationAdvanced 


