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Greetings from the Heart 
We gathered as Catechetical Leaders from all over the Diocese to fo-

cus our thoughts and spend time reflecting on the Lenten season. We 

came from the hustle and bustle of the world around us, to spend 

some time in healing peace and prayer.  We were blessed to spend 

the day with Msgr. Don Fischer, who himself has had time for study 

and reflection over the past few months as he settles into retirement.   

The topic he chose was formidable.  He spoke of “the heart” as a  

sensate organ which allows us to feel emotions, not in the same ana-

lytical way the brain creates awareness, but with a deeper spiritual 

intuitive understanding. 

Too often, we are stressed by guilt, by shame and by fear.  Too often, 

we feel we are not good enough.  We feel as though things are our 

fault and we carry the heavy guilt of not being up to the task at hand.   

It is only when we allow ourselves to “be in the moment” that we open 

our hearts to the wisdom of God’s transforming grace.  It is in this 

state of inner calmness that we can allow our hearts to be open to  

experience the kingdom of God within us.  In dying to self, we can  

finally allow ourselves to replace the fear, shame and anger with still-

ness, wisdom, peace and the love of God.  

Lent, said Msgr. Fisher, is a time to be still for the language of the 

heart is silence.  Pay attention to what part of you is working. Is it your 

mind, your heart or your will? And do take care to hold those around 

you in your heart.  We can all make this part of our Lenten Journey 

Here is a short prayer that Msgr. Fisher shared to help you reach out 

with your heart: 

. 

 

 



2 Saludos desde el Corazón 

 

Nos reunimos como Dirigentes Catequéticos Parroquiales de toda la Diócesis para centrar nuestros 

pensamientos y reflexionar durante la Cuaresma. Salimos del ajetreo y bullicio del mundo para en-

trar a un tiempo de paz y oración.  Fuimos honrados con la presencia de Monseñor Don Fisher 

quien ha dedicado algunos meses a estudiar y reflexionar en su etapa de jubilación.  

El eligió un tema formidable.  Nos habló del “corazón” como un órgano juicioso que nos permite 

sentir emociones, no de la manera analítica que el cerebro crea conciencia, sino con una compren-

sión espiritual intuitiva más profunda. 

Muy frecuentemente, nos sentimos agobiados por la culpa, la vergüenza y el miedo.  Muy a menudo 

sentimos que no somos lo suficientemente buenos.  Sentimos como si las cosas fueran culpa nues-

tra y llevamos a cuestas una carga tan pesada por no ser capaces de cumplir con nuestros propósi-

tos.  

Es solamente cuando nos permitimos “estar realmente presentes” que abrimos nuestros corazones 

a la sabiduría de la gracia transformadora de Dios.  Es en ese estado de paz interior que podemos 

permitir a nuestros corazones estar abiertos a la experiencia del reino de Dios en nuestro interior.  

Muriendo a nosotros mismos, finalmente nos permitimos reemplazar el miedo, la vergüenza y el co-

raje con quietud, sabiduría, paz y el inmenso amor de Dios. 

La Cuaresma, nos dijo Monseñor Fisher, es un tiempo para estar en quietud, porque el lenguaje del 

corazón es el silencio.  Observa que parte de ti está trabajando.  ¿Es tu mente, tu corazón o tu vo-

luntad?  Y asegúrate de llevar a quienes te rodean dentro de tu corazón.  Podemos hacer esto parte 

de nuestra Jornada de Cuaresma.  Aquí tienes una oración corta que Monseñor Fisher compartió 

con nosotros para ayudarnos a traer a nuestro prójimo a nuestro corazón: 

 



3 Beginnings and Beyond 

The North American Forum on the Catechumenate will offer a Beginnings Plus Institute in the 

Diocese of Dallas on June 8-11, 2011 at Holy Family of Nazareth Parish in Irving.                  

“This four-day training institute, which will be conducted simultaneously in English and Spanish, will 

provide clergy, RCIA team members, parish staff, liturgists, and volunteer laypersons a deeper              

understanding of the vision of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RICA).  Participants in the 

Institute will also learn the fundamental and advanced skills to implement all aspects of the Rites 

and its implications for reconciliation.  Institute leaders are among the most experienced pastoral 

ministers, liturgists, catechists and theologians.” (from NAFC website) 

Catechists will receive 5 credits toward their Methodology & Skills Elective as prescribed in 

their Continuing Catechetical Formation Plan for attending all four days of the Institute.  You can go 

to the Diocesan website http://www.cathdal.org to download the registration form and Institute 

agenda, or you can go to the North American Forum’s website at http://www.naforum.org/ then click 

“Calendar.” On the next page that comes up, click “register online.” This will open yet another 

page. Click on “The Initiation Period: Beginnings and Beyond Plus, Irving TX.” 

 

 

Sample 

http://www.cathdal.org
http://www.naforum.org/new_site/
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Helping Families 

Research shows that one of  the biggest influences upon our 

young people today are their parents!  We, as religious educa-

tors, must help parents to have the tools they need to give their chil-

dren and teens a faith that is alive and vibrant, a faith that brings the 

whole family  into  discipleship.   

What are some of the ways we can do this?  

Teach strong Catholic Values to both parents and children 

Create opportunities and activities to teach these values 

Give parents the knowledge they need to build a Catholic Identity in their Children 

and Teens through ongoing parent education  

Create Opportunities for families to read Scripture together 

Create opportunities for prayer services and for family rituals around prayer 

Offer outreach experiences; times where families can practice the Spiritual and 

Corporal Works of Mercy    

Introduce the parish to Catholic Social Teaching and plan activities around mission 

 Connect these experiences of Social Justice and the Works of Mercy to the Catho-

lic Teachings behind their actions to create within the family members a longing to 

put faith into action 

 

Do you have some best practices around family faith formation? 

Please send them to us and we will share them with others. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL   is  

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH  

For available online resources visit: 

www.usccb.org/ocyp/april_cap_month_2011.shtml 
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Appreciation Dinner 

May 12, 2011 

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 

All Parish Pastors and 

Catechetical Leaders  

are invited to share an evening of delicious 

food and delightful company 

Please R.S.V.P to mcorona@cathdal.org 



6 CLFP Announcements 

U of Dayton 
VLCFF 

There is required 
coursework for CLFP 

that must be done 
through the Univer-
sity of Dayton online 
coursework (VLCFF): 
1. Introduction to the 

Ministry of                         
Catechesis  

2. Survey of Catholic 
Social Teaching 

These courses can be 
taken any time during   
the year.  

Reminder                                        

to those in                          

the program 

3-5 Page Paper Due 

Please e-mail your  paper 

by June 12, 2011                                    

to Jeanne Jakubowski  

at                                                     

jjakubow@cathdal.org             

ÏÒ ÓÅÎÄ ÂÙ ȰÓÎÁÉÌ ÍÁÉÌȱ 

to the  Department of                      

Catechetical Services 

3725 Blackburn,                      

Dallas, TX  75219 

Reminder                                        

to those in                          

the program 

3-5 Page Paper Due 

Please e-mail your  paper 

by June 12, 2011                                    

to Jeanne Jakubowski  

at                                                     

jjakubow@cathdal.org             

ÏÒ ÓÅÎÄ ÂÙ ȰÓÎÁÉÌ ÍÁÉÌȱ 

to the  Department of                      

Catechetical Services 

3725 Blackburn,                      

Dallas, TX  75219 

Date Changes 

CLFP 

Because of the Beginnings and Beyond Week 

which will be held the second week of June,  

class dates  have been rescheduled to: 

May 31ɂFostering Diversity and Inclusion 

         in Parish Communities  

June 1ɂMaintaining a Professional  

                Balance  

June 2ɂDeveloping a Personal Spirituality  

Reminder                                        

to those in                          

the CLFP program 

3-5 Page Paper Due 

Please e-mail your  paper 

by June 12, 2011                                    

to Jeanne Jakubowski  

at                                                     

jjakubow@cathdal.org             

ÏÒ ÓÅÎÄ ÂÙ ȰÓÎÁÉÌ ÍÁÉÌȱ 

to the  Department of                      

Catechetical Services 

3725 Blackburn                      

Dallas, TX  75219 

Registration for CLFP Classes 

Catechetical Leaders  are expected to  finish 

the CLFP program within three years.   

4Ï ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ 

the registration form on pages 35-37 of the CCF 

Handbook or on line on the Catechetical Ser-

vices page of the Diocesan Website at 

www.cathdal.org 

 

Let us know what your plan is for next year! 

mailto:jjakubow@cathdal.org
mailto:jjakubow@cathdal.org
mailto:jjakubow@cathdal.org
http://www.cathdal.org


7 Loyola Press Hosts  

Joseph Paprocki and Miguel Arias 

 

Joe Paprocki, one of the country’s favorite writers and presenters on Cate-

chesis and author of The Catechist Toolbox, will be in Dallas once again 

this year to spend a day with our Catechists.  Miguel Arias, his co-presenter 

and a wonderful writer, will conduct the Spanish session of this basic 

course on Methodology and Skills of the Continuing Faith Formation Certifi-

cation Program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre registration will be open through Wednesday, June 15, 2011.                                 

Contact your PCL and he/she will enter your registration. 

 
Five Hours of Credit towards Certification in                                                             

Methodology and Skills will be granted for those attending  

Date: June 18, 2011 

Title: Ministry of Catechesis 

 Time:  8:30 AM 

Location: St Monica Family Center 
 9933 Midway Road 

 Dallas, TX 75220 
 (Midway and Walnut Hill) 

 

Agenda 
 

8:30 a.m.—  Registration & Coffee 

  9:00 a.m. — Course begins 

  12:00 noon—Lunch  

  3:00 p.m.—-  Dismissal 



8 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  

For RCIA Leaders  

 

 

RCIA: Marriage Convalidation 
Convalidación de Matrimonios 
 
Date/ Fecha:  September 24, 2011 
Time/Hora: 8:45 am - 3:00 pm 
Place/Lugar: TBD/Pendiente 

RCIA: Spirituality 
RICA: Espiritualidad 
  
Date/ Fecha:  January 14, 2012 
Time/ Hora: 8:45 am - 3:00 pm 
Place/Lugar: TBD/Pendiente 

RCIA: Adaptation  for Children B 
RICA: Adaptación Para Niños B 
  
Date/Fecha:  August 24, 2011 

Time/Hora: 6:00 to 9:00 PM 
Place/Lugar: TBD/Pendiente 

RCIA:  Retreats 
RICA: Retiros 
  
Date/ Fecha:  October 15, 2011 
Time/ Hora: 8:45 am - 3:00 pm 
Place/Lugar: TBD/Pendiente 

RCIA: Rites-Parish Celebration 
Ritos Celebrados en la Parroquia 
  
Date/ Fecha:  February 4, 2012 
Time/ Hora: 8:45 am - 3:00 pm 
Place/Lugar: TBD/Pendiente 

R 

C 

Catechist Formation Credit: 5 hrs in Methodology and Skills Elective 
Courses are open to all RCIA Leaders and Team Members 

 

 ñThe Catechist  is a lay person specially appointed by the Church, in accordance with local needs, to make Christ 

known, loved and followed by those who do not yet know Him and by the faithful themselves.ò Guide for Catechists, 3 

SAVE THE DATES! 

I 

A 

RCIA:  Adaptation for Children A 
RICA: Adaptación Para Niños A 
 

Date/Fecha:  August 23, 2011 
Time/Hora: 6:00 to 9:00 PM 
Place/Lugar: TBD/Pendiente 

Diocese of Dallas Catechetical Services Department 



9 National Conferences 

May 22-26, 2011 

Atlanta, Georgia 
 

 

 

The conference hotel is the Hyatt Regency and single 
and double rooms are only $99.00. 

Book online at:   

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do? 

mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=2624958 

 

 

Pre-register NOW and Save ɀ only $319 until midnight PDT May 1, 2011. Go to 
www.NCCL.org and click on Annual Conference under News & Events. 

  

            NCEA/NPCD  

2011 Annual Convention and 
Convocation  

                April 26 to 28, 2011                                                                  
                  Ernest N. Morial Convention Center 

 

 

For more information or 
to register go to: 

          http://ncea.org/events/conventionfees.asp 

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=2624958
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=2624958
http://www.nccl.org/
http://www.hyatt.com/hyatt/index.jsp
http://ncea.org/events/conventionfees.asp


10 PCL Catechist Reports 

! Ȱ4ÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÁÔȱ ÔÏ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ 7ÈÏ (ÁÖÅ 2ÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ                                         

Corrected Catechist Data ! 

A  great big y5G@MJ :NTx to all who have turned in your updated Catechist Records.   

With this information, we can give the Bishop a pastoral report of the process of certification 

of your Catechists.   

 

W 
e will  soon be sending out individual statements of Catechist coursework which will allow 

you to keep track of your Catechists’ progress.  At that time, we suggest that if you do 

not already have individual files on your Catechists you begin them as we will be 

updating these files once or twice each year.  Please use Chapter 1, page 10 in your Continuing 

Catechetical Formation Handbook for Catechist Statement of Intent which should be renewed each 

year and put in the file.  

 

A 
fter the April 9, 2011 initial report to the bishop and this year’s individual reports to the par-

ishes, we will gather information from you annually beginning in October 2011 and every Oc-

tober thereafter. At which time you 1) will add any new catechists; 2) mark them as active;  

3) update information on the rest of your existing Catechists, either active or inactive and 4) list  their 

function.  We will, in turn, issue updated reports to the bishop and individual Catechist reports to the 

PCLs. 

 

K 
now that it is an expectation of the Bishop, and of this office that both the PCL and the  

Pastor encourage their Catechists to be certified within five years. We encourage you, as 

the PCL, to meet with your catechists annually and assess their progress.  You, the PCL (or 

DRE, Director of Faith Formation [DFF] et.al.), you should oversee the progress of your catechists’ 

formation and arrange formation courses within your parish, cluster or at the diocesan level, which 

are taught by instructors approved by this office.     

 

E 
qually important is your own formation.  If you do not bring 

to your position a Bachelor’s degree in Theology (or related 

field), or a Master’s degree in Theology (or related field), you 

will be expected to attend a new leader’s orientation and finish the 

Catechetical Leadership Formation Program (CLFP) within three years 

of hire.  We will be asking you soon to show us your formation pro-

gress as well.                                  

Stay AWAKE  and  you will stay on track! 



11 Soy Catequista 
The Person of the Catechist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 6, 2011 

Presenter : Victor Valenzuela 

Sponsored by  Wm. Sadlier Inc. 

English Course 

9:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

 

St Paul Parish 

720 S. Floyd 

Dallas, TX  75080 

 

Bring a Sack Lunch 

 

To register: Call your Parish              

Catechetical Leader 

 

Domingo,  7 de Agosto , 2011 

Presentador: Victor Valenzuela 

Curso En Español  

8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

Parroquia St. Paul 

720 S. Floyd  

Dallas, TX  75080 

 

Traiga su Lonche 

 

Para inscribirse: 

Llame a su Dirigente Catequético 

Parroquial 



12 Workshop on Youth Retreats 

Ȱ9ÏÕÔÈ ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÓÔÅÐ 
back and reflect on the activity and presence of God in their lives offers young people the chance to re-
new, refresh, and reinvigorate their faith for the journey ahead.   By participating in this workshop, lead-
ers will understand the important role youth retreats play in the life of a young disciple. Leaders will ex-
plore models and elements of youth retreats as well as designing retreats. Finally, participants will de-
ÖÅÌÏÐ Á ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÒÅÔÒÅÁÔÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȢȱ   ɉ&ÒÏÍ  #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȭÓ 
Youth Retreat Workshop Brochure) 

April 12, 2011 
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at 

Holy Family Catholic Church 

6150 Pershing Avenue 

Fort Worth, TX 76107 

Schedule of the Day 

8:30 a.m.  Registration 
9:00 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Prayer 
9:20 a.m.  Introduction and Overview of the Day 
9:25 a.m.  Session 1: A Vision for Retreats with Young People 
10:40 a.m.  Break / Bookstore Open 
10:55 a.m.  Session 2: Elements of a Youth Retreat 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch / Bookstore Open 
12:45 p.m.  Session 3: Designing Retreats 
1:45 p.m.  Session 4: Implementing a Retreat Plan 
2:45 p.m.  Wrap-Up / Prayer / Evaluation / Bookstore Open 
3:30 p.m.  Bookstore Closes 

Registration Information  
Registration Fee: $49 per person includes workshop materials, lunch, and refreshments. 

Please register at least two weeks in advance. To register, choose from these options:  

Register online at www.CMDnet.org/retreatworkshop.  

Register by phone by calling toll-free: (888) 723-2433 (credit card payment only).  

Register by fax or mail using one registration form per person. Payment by credit card required 

for online, phone, and fax registrations.  

One registrant per form. Payment by check can be made by mailing in registration form (s).  

Locations for workshops and directions to the workshop site are available on our website at 

www.CMDnet.org/ and will be sent with your registration confirmation. 

http://www.CMDnet.org/retreatworkshop
http://www.CMDnet.org/retreatworkshop
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t7vhojcab&oeidk=a07e3amdr0y5020b0fe&oseq=a02497fg55jgpe


13 UD Conference 

October 28-29, 2011 

Dallas Convention Center 

Registration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration Deadlines 

Early Registration takes place from now through Thursday September 15 at 11:59 PM CST.   

   Pre-Registration will begin September 16,2011begin and continue through October 21, 2011 at 

      11:59 p.m.   

Once Pre-Registration has closed, only On-Site Registration will be available on October 28-

29, 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

3ÎÅÁË 0ÅÅË ÁÔ &ÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ 3ÐÅÁËÅÒÓȣ 

Friday Keynote:  Francis Cardinal  George, OMI, Chicago IL 

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, Author, Columnist, Speaker and many more TBA 

Conference Website 

http://udmc.udallas.edu/ 

Registration Type Early Registration 

Before 9/16/2011 

Pre- Registration 

       9/16/2011                                    

thru 10/21/2011 

On-Site Registration 

         10/28/2011                             

thru 10/29/2-11 

Individual $65 per person $80 per person $100 per person 

Group (20 or More) 
Registered together 

$45 per person $65 per person No group rates after 

10/21/2011 

Registration Modifications 
If someone has registered for the conference as a member of the group and is no longer 
available to attend the conference, their registration can be modified so that someone else 
can come in their place. Contact UD to make a modification. No pre-conference modifica-
tions will be accepted after October 14, 2011. Modifications can be made at the confer-
ence for a $5 charge by visiting the check-in/registration booths. 

http://udmc.udallas.edu/


14 Dates At a Glance 

DATE 2011 EVENT 

March 20 Rite of Election 

March 23 Catechetical Leadership Formation Program — Caring for Catechists 

Presenter: Mary Frazier; Location: Pastoral Center; Time: 9:30 AM- 3:00 PM 

March 30 C.A.R.E. Meeting 

April 13 CLFP Course: Building and Maintaining Good Ministerial Relationships; Managing Conflict  

Presenter: Sr Dawn Achs, SSND Location: Pastoral Center Time: 9:30 AM- 3:00 PM 

April 17 Palm Sunday 

April 20 Development Day for Diocesan Ministry Staff - Out of the Building 

April 21-22  Holy Thursday and Good Friday - Pastoral Center Closed 

April 24  Easter Sunday 

April 25 Easter Monday - Pastoral Center Closed 

May 12 PCL Appreciation Dinner - PCLS and Pastors invited  

Location: St. Thomas Aquinas-(next to Church) St. Ann’s Hall; Time: 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

May 31 CLFP Course Fostering Diversity and Inclusion in Parish Communities  

Presenter: TBA Location: Pastoral Center  Time 9:30 AM- 3:00 PM  

June 1 CLFP Course: Maintaining a Professional Balance, 

Presenter: Sue Parker Location: Pastoral Center Time: 9:30 AM- 3:00 PM 

June 2 CLFP Course: Developing a Personal Spirituality; 

Presenter: Sr. Dorothy Eggering; Location: Pastoral Center; Time: 9:30 AM- 3:00 PM 

Month of June Intensive Catechetical Coursework for Catechists; Cost $12 

See Calendar for Details and location  at www.cathdal.org 

June 8-11 Beginnings and Beyond - Workshop for RCIA Directors and Teams in English & Spanish 

Location: Holy Family of Nazareth Parish; Registration www.cathdal.org or 

www.naforum.org 

June 18 Methodology and Skills Course: Ministry of Catechesis 

Presenters: Joe Paprocki and Miguel Arias Location: St. Monica; Time: 8:30 AM 3:00 PM 

June 19  Father’s Day 

http://www.cathdal.org
http://www.cathdal.org


Advocacy Day 15 

A group of  Texas Bishops will be in the State Capital on April 5, along with supporters from the Catholic laity, to advo-

cate for Social Justice and the dignity of the human person especially as they pertain to the laws before the Texas Leg-

islature. We, as adults, and the children we teach can support them in several ways including prayer. Adults can also  e-

mail or call their local state representatives.  Below  is a prayer you might wish to share with adults.  On page 16 we also 

have a children’s prayer.  If you wish to have the prayer in Spanish, call 214-379-2850 and I can e-mail it to you. To 

learn about the issues go to http://www.TXcatholic.org 

 

http://www.TXcatholic.org
http://www.txcatholic.org/


#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ !ÄÖÏÃÁÃÙ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 16 


