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The crest of the Diocese of Dallas reflects our histon
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AThe crossed swords represent St.
Paul Church, the first in the diocese

%3 < ] :‘ : AThe wavy white line stands for the
" Trinity River first named the Most
Holy Trinity River

AThe 3 fleurslelis honor the early
French priests and the Holy Trinity

AThe star is the Lone Star of Texas




Catholicism came to
Texas nearly 500 years
ago when Spanish
conquistadors and
missionaries arrived a
few decades after
Columbus stumbled
upon America while
searching for the Orient
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After Texas became
Independent the
Spanish missionaries
withdrew and Texas
came under the care
of the Diocese of
New Orleans




of Texas was made a
Vicariate Apostolic and
Frenchborn Vincentian
Jeanne Marie Odin was
made Bishop and Vicar
Apostolic. In 1847 Texas
became a Diocese and
Bishop Odin was made the
first Bishop of Galveston.
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Most Texas
towns were on
the Gulf coast __ @
but when Texas p«.
became : '
iIndependent
settlers began
coming to
North Texas
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In 1841 John Neely Bryan established &
new town on the Trinity River on the
border of Nacogdoches County to the

He named the settlement
oafter my frie
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Circuitriding
priests from
Nacogdoches
began visiting the
Isolated
communities in
North Texas
iIncluding Dallas




In 1859 the first
recorded Mass
was celebrated in
Dallas at the
home of
carriagenaker
Maxime Guillot
by Father
Sebastian
Augagneur from
Nacogdoches
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In the 1860s a
mission station
was established at
the Community

of St. Paul In
Collin County by
Father Joseph
Martiniere. Dallas
was one of the

il
\

i
|

-,-,"é—'-\

places he served.
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In 1872 Bishop Claude
Dubuis of Galveston
established a parish in Dallas.
The first pastor was Father
Marthurin Perrier.
Parishioners chose to name
the parish in honor of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. The
first frame church built in
1873 was located at Bryan
and Harwood streets




